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YA FORT MCMURRAY 


THIS GROWING COMMUNITY NOT JUST ALL WORK AND NO PLAY 


À the regional base for the massive oilsands 
projects, Fort McMurray is known first and 
foremost as an industrial centre. 


But that doesn’t mean the community is all work 
and no play. Fort McMurray is justifiably proud of 
the many recreational options that enhance quality 
of life for this growing community. Among them is 
its lengthy trail network, which gets plenty of use 
for hiking, biking and cross-country skiing. Now, 
with the construction of new trails funded through 
the Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP), 
the scenic 50-kilometre network is being extended 
even further. 


Program funding of $5.8 million was provided for 
10 community infrastructure projects in the Regional 
Municipality of Wood Buffalo, of which Fort 
McMurray is part. The federal and provincial 
contribution totalled $3.5 million. 


“Securing this funding allowed us to include these 
community infrastructure projects in our capital 
budget,” said the regional municipality's Mayor Doug 
Faulkner when the funding was announced in July 
2002. “I'm very pleased that almost half of this 
funding will be used to enhance the extraordinary 
recreation facilities, urban parks and trail network in 
our region.” 


Borealis Park, Ft. McMurray 
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* Supporting long-term 
economic growth 
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Construction of the new trails will connect 
neighbourhoods not presently linked, according to 
Kees Ruurs, regional municipality superintendent of 
parks. “It will enhance the opportunity to move from 
one neighbourhood to another without having to go 
by car,” he said. 


“The trail system is one of the items that people 
look at in moving to the community,” Ruurs pointed 
out. “It’s one of the amenities that attracts people here.” 


About $1.6 million of the project funding will go 
toward construction of trails and related amenities 
including rest areas, park nodes and lookouts. 
Improvements to community facilities including a 
swimming pool, arena and playgrounds will cost 
$895,000, while the balance of the funding will be 
used for replacement or upgrading sanitary sewer, 
storm water and water mains. 


* Enhancing community 
infrastructure 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE STEPHEN OWEN 


elcome to Milestone, the quarterly newsletter of the 
VV Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP). As 
minister responsible for implementing the Infrastructure 
Canada program in Western Canada, I am extremely 
impressed with the accomplishments achieved by this 
partnership program in such a short time. 


ICAP is an excellent example of how the three 
levels of government are working together for the 
benefit of Canadians. It also reflects our shared 
commitment to finding innovative ways of improving 


the quality of life for all Canadians. 


This program provides a framework through 
which the Government of Canada can make 
investments in urban and rural communities in 
order to enhance the quality of our environment, 
support long-term economic growth, and enhance 
community infrastructure. 


With this program, the emphasis is on local input 
and involvement because we understand that 
municipalities know their own needs best. In fact, the 
vast majority of projects funded through this agreement 
are suggested by the municipalities themselves. 


In this newsletter you will find some of the 
success stories that exemplify what we can achieve 
when we work together for our goals. I invite you 
to find out more about ICAP’s achievements in the 


pages of Milestone. 


Stephen Owen 
Secretary of State 
(Western Economic Diversification) 


(Indian Affairs and Northern Development) 


n behalf of the Government of Alberta and 

Alberta Transportation, welcome to another issue 
of Milestone. This quarterly publication highlights 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP) 
achievements and is an excellent information source 
for the program’s various partners. 


ICAP is all about partnerships and the positive 
working relationships built by those partnerships 
benefit all Albertans. I’m proud Alberta was the first 
province to include municipal representatives on the 
program’s management committee. In addition, 
this province set up its program agreement with the 
federal government in such a way that ICAP is 
grassroots-driven from the municipal level. 


ICAP demonstrates much can be accomplished 
when the three levels of government work together. 
The program helps provide Albertans with the 
necessary, effective and safe infrastructure they 
deserve and enhances their quality of life. I wish to 
thank both the federal government and our 
municipal partners for their contributions to ICAP. 


I’m confident readers will find this issue of 
Milestone interesting and informative. 


Ed Stelmach 
Minister Alberta Transportation 


TOWN el IRONS Out” WATER SYSTEM © 


Sr. Pal BRINGS MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEM INTO 21° CENTURY 


[° the Town of St. Paul, it’s out with the old 
and in with the new. 


With the help of a long-term plan, an 
innovative replacement method, and funding 
from the Infrastructure Canada-Alberta 
Program (ICAP), the town is casting out cast 
iron pipes in favour of more modern and 
durable PVC plastic piping. St. Paul’s project 
fits well with ICAP’s focus on municipal 
“green” infrastructure projects. 


Matt Matatko, St. Paul’s town engineer, says 
many of St. Paul’s cast iron mains were 
installed over 30 years ago and are now 
deteriorating and prone to breaks. So far, with 
the help of $549,000 in ICAP funding, mains 
dating back to 1963 have been replaced. 
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ICAP funding assisted the town with 
roughly 14 blocks worth of piping and is part 
of the town’s longer-term program to upgrade 
its water main systems and provide residents 


with a safe and dependable water supply. 


“Cast iron pipes rust away over time and 
are also weakened by electrolytic reactions,” 
explains Matatko. “The pipe gets thinner, 
more pitted and weaker over time. The pipe 
gets to the point where you can punch holes 
through it with a screwdriver.” 


“You don’t have these types of problems 
with PVC pipes and you don't get near the 
number of breaks.” 


The town’s contractor uses a new tool to 
pull out the old cast iron pipes out and push 


TRENT BANCARZ 


the new PVC pipes in behind. This new 
method reduces costs by almost a third and 
requires far less digging up of roads and 


sidewalks. 


...continued on page 3 


ST. PAUL, CONTINUED 


“It’s a lot less disruptive,” says Matatko. 
“We don’t have to rip up as much pavement 
and later replace the pavement. We only have 
to excavate where there’s a service connection 
instead of along the entire main length. It’s an 
excellent process and we've seen quite a 
saving. We're very happy with it.” 


“THE (CAST IRON) PIPE GETS TO THE POINT 
WHERE YOU CAN PUNCH HOLES THROUGH IT 
WITH A SCREWDRIVER.” 


MATT MATATKO 
Town of St. Paul engineer 


The new method also extends the life of 
the new PVC piping. Previously, the old iron 


DRUMHELLER 


pipes were “taken out” by bursting them. But 
the iron stayed in the ground and iron bits 
then rubbed against the new pipe, causing it 
to wear out sooner. 


The innovations don’ stop there. In the 
early 1980s through to today, the town used a 
cathodic protection technique on existing cast 
iron pipes to prolong their useful life until 
they could be replaced later. 


“We used to get 70 to 100 breaks per 
winter on cast iron pipes,” explains Matatko. 
“Once we used cathodic protection, it 
dropped to less than five breaks per winter.” 


John Trefanenko, St. Paul’s mayor and the 
Alberta Urban Municipalities Association's 
representative on ICAP’s management 


committee, says the town is making progress 
on its water/wastewater infrastructure. He adds 
his town is like many in Alberta that need to 
start replacing aging infrastructure. 


“Much of our infrastructure is deteriorating 
and we still have a lot of 1950s cast iron 
water pipes in town,” says Trefanenko. 
“Though ICAP helped us replace about 14 
blocks of those pipes, we still have about 25 
blocks to go.” 


“I hope we can renew this type of funding 
program once ICAP’s six years are up. I think 
programs like ICAP help keep communities 
viable. Strong communities make a strong 


Canada.” 


THIS TOWN MAY BE FAMOUS FOR ITS FOSSILS BUT IT IS CERTAINLY NO DINOSAUR 


rumheller, world renowned for its fossils 
D. archaeological sites, is working with 
the federal and provincial governments to 
make sure that three of its modern-day 
community institutions don't go the way of 
the dinosaur. 


It's not that the local swimming pool, 
hockey rink and town hall are facing imminent 
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extinction, but some renovations now will keep 
the facilities vibrant for years to come. 


Upgrades planned for the Drumheller 
Aquaplex include the addition of a glass wall 
to allow natural light to shimmer in. The 
introduction of sunshine into the facility 
characterizes the environmental benefits of 
another aspect of the project — the installation 
of new vapour and air barriers to lower energy 
consumption. 


Renovations underway at the Memorial 
Arena also follow a green theme. The addition 
of vestibule entrances will limit air exchanges 
on cold winter nights, reducing the cost of 
heating the building. Now the facility is about 
to gain a new tenant: an expansion team, the 
Drumheller Dragons, will join the Alberta 
Junior Hockey League in 2003. 


At the town hall, improvements to the 
ventilation equipment are designed to keep 
the heat out on summer days. Currently, the 
air conditioning lingers in some areas of the 
building to the exclusion of others, creating 
an uneven climate for visitors and staff. 


CHRISTOPHER SPENCER 


Chief Administrative Officer Ray 
Romanetz says the projects are made possible 
through support from the Infrastructure 
Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP), an 
agreement between all levels of government 
intended to improve our quality of life by 
enhancing municipal infrastructure in urban 
and rural areas. 


“MUNICIPAL DOLLARS ARE TIGHT, 
SO PARTNERSHIPS SUCH AS ICAP 
ARE THE WAY TO MAKE THINGS 
HAPPEN IN SMALLER COMMUNITIES 
LIKE DRUMHELLER.” 


RAY ROMANETZ 
Chief Administrative Officer, Drumheller 


“Municipal dollars are tight,” notes 
Romanetz, “so partnerships such as ICAP are 
the way to make things happen in smaller 
communities like Drumheller.” 


IT’S ALL IN THE DETAILS 


HANDY TIPS TO ENSURE YOUR COMMUNITY’S APPLICATION GETS TOP MARKS 


he application form is the most important 
ei to help ICAP understand your 
project, get it approved and through the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Process. 
If you are a public works manager or 
responsible for infrastructure in your 
community and want to streamline the 
process as much possible, please read on. 


There are a number of minor but 
important areas on the application form that, 
if completed in detail, help reduce the 
assessment and approval timeframes. We've 
put together some tips here to help you fast- 
track your community's application: 

+ The project title should be short and 
describe the nature of the project, ie. Road 


Upgrade, Water/Sewer Upgrade or 


Extension, Recreational Centre Upgrade, etc. 


+ The project description should describe the 
physical work being done in three or four 
lines. 


just the construction. If you have 
engineering costs prior to construction, 
your start date would be the date you 
started incurring costs. 


Milestones are used when your project runs 
over a government fiscal year that runs 
from April 1 of one year to March 31 of 
the following year. Your milestones reflect the 
amount of work done during these periods. 


Funding rationale is normally acceleration 
(number of years your project is brought 
forward from when you would have 
otherwise started it) or that you could not 
proceed with this project without funding. 


Contracted costs are usually all tendered or, 
in the case of engineering costs, they may 
not be tendered but are still considered 
contracted costs. 


Ineligible costs are typically GST at seven 
per cent even though you receive a rebate 
to roughly three per cent. This will 


Wayne BROWN 


rounded up which usually means that the 
municipal share is often one dollar to two 
dollars higher. Please, no pennies in the 
project costs or shares. 


Cash flow is tied to the milestones and 
reflects the amount of work done in a fiscal 
year (Aprill to March 31). 


“OUR PROJECT OFFICERS ARE HERE TO 
HELP YOU AND WE ENJOY TALKING TO 
YOU. IT’S THE BEST PART OF OUR JOB.” 


WAYNE BROWN 
Project Officer, ICAP 


+ Please date and sign both pages 3 & 11 of 


the application form. 


¢ A copy of your Council Resolution must 


accompany the application. 


We know we can‘ possibly provide all the 


+ The project benefits section information 


will normally be selected from pages 14 or 


15 (Schedule B) of the application form. 


facilitate the processing of claims, as all 
third party invoices will reflect GST at 


seven per cent. 


answers here, so please contact your project 
officer with any questions or call 1-800-396- 
0214. Our project officers are here to help 


you and we enjoy talking to you. It’s the 
BEST part of our job. Copies of the 
application form and guidelines are available 


online at WWW.ICAP-PICA.CA. Stay tuned 


next issue for an article on claims. WA 


The baseline information is the situation + The federal/provincial shares are a 
today and the target is what you expect to 
achieve once the project is completed. We 
require that you identify at least one (1) 
quantifiable benefit. 


maximum of one-third each of the eligible 
costs, with the municipality providing the 
remaining funding. Where the calculation 
of the three shares do not work out to even 
dollars, the federal/provincial shares are 
rounded down and the municipal share is 


¢ The start and completion dates are the 
dates that capture all your costs and not 


Want to know more about what ICAP is achieving across Alberta? 


Looking for the latest updates? Need application information 
or to download forms? Maybe you just want to take 
a look at some projects already approved? 


Find all this and more, including our newsletter and 
media centre, at ICAP’s visitor-friendly Web site. 


AAA icap-pica.ca x 


Would you like to be added to our mailing list? Please 
contact the editor. 

Milestone Editor: Sherry Brownlee 

(780) 495-8570, sherry.brownlee@wd.gc.ca 


Program contact information: 

Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program 

2nd Floor, Twin Atria 1 ev 
4999 — 98th Avenue 9 


Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3 “ab 
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WA A NEW Day FOR SUNRISE 


RURAL RESIDENTS NOW GET CLEAN WATER PIPED INTO THEIR HOMES 


or city dwellers, obtaining safe drinking water is 
Pe simple matter of turning on the tap. It is not 
quite that easy, however, for those living in Alberta's 
rural areas where water availability and quality can be 


a Major concern. 


A case in point is in the East Peace River region 
where farmers and other residents in Northern 
Sunrise County have been depending on dugouts 
and trucking their drinking water supply from 
filling stations. 


Laying the way for water in the East Peace region 


Fortunately, that situation has changed for the 
better for many county residents who now have water 
piped right into their homes. This is the result of a 
local initiative that received funding support through 


the Rural Municipal Green component of the 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP). 


In July 1996, in conjunction with Northern Sunrise 
County, the member-owned East Peace Water Co-op 
embarked on a nine-year, $3.9 million project to pipe 
drinking water to country residents. One of the larger 
water co-ops in Alberta, it operates in an area east of 
Peace River where the communities of Harmon Valley, 
St. Isidore and Three Creeks are located. 


ICAP federal and provincial funding of $190,200 
for one of the later phases of the project allowed for 
the extension of the co-op water system to 10 farms 
and four other residences. The completion of the 


* Supporting long-term 
economic growth 


Coin F. SMITH 


entire project this fall will mean a total of 282 rural 
residences have been connected to the system. 


Reliable drinking water coming direct to these 
people has really made a difference. “It’s a quality of 
life issue,” said Wilf Petluck, chairman of the East 
Peace Water Co-op. “Over the years, we've had 
problems with chemical runoff and livestock wastes 
contaminating dugout water.” He adds that dugouts 
also pose a safety hazard, and there have been 
incidents in which people have drowned. 


“Its health that is definitely the priority,” agreed 
Carolyn Kolebaba, reeve of Northern Sunrise County. 
“We want the best for our people.” 


The provision of running water has meant that 
some area residents will be able to continue living 
independently and comfortably, indicated Petluck. 
“A lot of older people in the rural areas will be able 
to continue living in their own homes,” he said. 
“All around it has just greatly improved.” 


“IT’S A QUALITY OF LIFE ISSUE. OVER THE YEARS, 
WE’VE HAD PROBLEMS WITH CHEMICAL RUNOFF 
AND LIVESTOCK WASTES CONTAMINATING 
DUGOUT WATER.” 


WILF PETLUCK 
Chairman of the East Peace Water Co-op 


Health, safety and the public good are some of the 
criteria on which ICAP funding for rural municipal 
projects is based. Other criteria are environmental 
factors; economic and additional benefits; project 
management and viability; and local commitment 
and public input. A minimum of 26 per cent of total 
approved costs for all ICAP projects in Alberta is 


being devoted to projects in rural communities. 


* Enhancing community 
infrastructure 


elcome to Milestone, the quarterly newsletter of the 
Wie Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP). As 
minister responsible for implementing the Infrastructure 
Canada program in Western Canada, I am extremely 
impressed with the accomplishments achieved by this 
partnership program in such a short time. 


ICAP is an excellent example of how the three 
levels of government are working together for the 
benefit of Canadians. It also reflects our shared 
commitment to finding innovative ways of improving 


the quality of life for all Canadians. 


This program provides a framework through 
which the Government of Canada can make 
investments in urban and rural communities in 
order to enhance the quality of our environment, 
support long-term economic growth, and enhance 
community infrastructure. 


n behalf of the Government of Alberta and 

Alberta Transportation, welcome to another issue 
of Milestone. This quarterly publication highlights 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP) 
achievements and is an excellent information source 
for the program’s various partners. 


ICAP is all about partnerships and the positive 
working relationships built by those partnerships 
benefit all Albertans. l’m proud Alberta was the first 
province to include municipal representatives on the 
program’s management committee. In addition, 
this province set up its program agreement with the 
federal government in such a way that ICAP is 
grassroots-driven from the municipal level. 


NOT A WHIFF OF TROUBLE NOW 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE STEPHEN OWEN 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE ED STELMACH — 


With this program, the emphasis is on local input 
and involvement because we understand that 
municipalities know their own needs best. In fact, the 
vast majority of projects funded through this agreement 
are suggested by the municipalities themselves. 

In this newsletter you will find some of the 
success stories that exemplify what we can achieve 
when we work together for our goals. I invite you 
to find out more about ICAP’s achievements in the 
pages of Milestone. 


Stephen Owen 

Secretary of State 

(Western Economic Diversification) 

(Indian Affairs and Northern Development) 


ICAP demonstrates much can be accomplished 
when the three levels of government work together. 
The program helps provide Albertans with the 
necessary, effective and safe infrastructure they 
deserve and enhances their quality of life. I wish to 
thank both the federal government and our 
municipal partners for their contributions to ICAP. 


I’m confident readers will find this issue of 
Milestone interesting and informative. 


Ed Stelmach 
Minister Alberta Transportation 


CHRISTOPHER SPENCER 


p eople in Rumsey used to be afraid of 
what they would find when they ventured 
down to their basements. 


Not ghosts or spiders or mice — no, they 
feared something much worse. And smellier. 


The narrator of this scary story is Ross D. 
Rawlusyk, Municipal Administrator for 
Starland County, located east of Red Deer. 


“The septic tanks were constructed out of 
cement, and over the years had deteriorated 
substantially. Fragments of concrete were 
getting caugnt in the backflow prevention 
valves, and this flooded many basements in 
the community.” 


Is there anything more terrifying than raw 
sewage seeping into your house? 


Thanks to assistance from the Infra- 
structure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP), 
Mr. Rawlusyk's story has a happy ending. 


Three levels of government banded 
together to build a modern sewer collection 
system in the community. The $484,710 
investment has made the Hamlet of 
Rumsey in Starland County a safer and 
healthier place to live. 


“ICAP funding offered the county the 
opportunity to address an important 
environmental and standard-of-living issue,” 
says Rawlusyk. “Simply put, this project 
could not have been done without ICAP.” 


Rumsey gets new drainage and 


The federal and provincial government are wastewater system 


each spending approximately $30 million in 
...continued on page 3 


INFRASTRUCTURE CANADA — MILESTONE Wiwrer 2002/03 


RUMSEY, CONTINUED 


Alberta through ICAP on rural municipal 
green projects (RMG). These RMG projects 
include replacing outdated drainage and 
wastewater systems. Rawlusyk notes that this 
type of investment offers economic as well as 
environmental benefits. 


“In our municipality we have seen that if 


small hamlets have a proper water and sewage 


system, they actually attract people to a rural 


WIRED FOR SUCCESS 


ON THE INFORMATION HIGHWAY STRATHCONA COUNTY TAKES THE FIBRE OPTIC ROUTE 


R esidents of Strathcona County are 
enjoying the benefits of a new high-speed 
computer network. 


With $119,740 in federal and provincial 
funding through the Infrastructure Canada- 
Alberta Program (ICAP), the county was able 
to install fibre-optic connections from its 
administration building to the Glen Allan 
Recreation Complex, the Sherwood Park 
Transit Centre and the RCMP detachment. 


“IN OUR MUNICIPALITY WE HAVE SEEN THAT IF 
SMALL HAMLETS HAVE A PROPER WATER AND 
SEWAGE SYSTEM, THEY ACTUALLY ATTRACT 
PEOPLE TO A RURAL LIFESTYLE.” 


ROSS D. RAWLUSYK 
Municipal Administrator for Starland County 


Mayor Vern Hartwell says the technology 
will significantly improve customer service 
in the county. 


“Our goal is to continually improve 
communication with our residents. These 
additions will make it convenient for our 
residents to get up-to-date information about 
their community,” says Mayor Hartwell. 


The Glen Allan Complex uses a special 
system to manage its recreation programs, 
handle credit card and direct debit 
transactions, and store and display member 
photographs for quick and easy verification. 
All of the functions for this program require 
a fast and reliable network connection. 


In the Sherwood Park Transit Centre, the 


network will support a computer kiosk 
scheduled for installation in 2003. 


“The intent is that in the future, while 
people wait for their bus, they will be able to 
do business with the county such as apply for 
permits or check their tax account,” notes 


Mayor Hartwell. 
At the RCMP detachment, the high-speed 


fibre-optic connection replaces a low-speed 


dial-up line. This allows data from the traffic 


lifestyle. The cost of housing is much cheaper 
in the rural areas, but residents do expect the 
basic infrastructure.” 


“Our county fully expects the hamlet of 
Rumsey to grow and provide important 
services to area farmers,” Rawlusyk concludes. 


Thanks to ICAP, Rumsey residents don't 
have a whiff of trouble in their basements now. 


STACEY BROCKHOFF 


collisions tracking system in the RCMP 
building to be readily available to county staff. 


Rural and remote telecommunications and 
high-speed Internet access for local public 
institutions are priorities of the ICAP program. 


“THESE ADDITIONS WILL MAKE IT 
CONVENIENT FOR OUR RESIDENTS 
TO GET UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION 

ABOUT THEIR COMMUNITY.” 


MAYOR VERN HARTWELL 
Strathcona County 


Strathcona County, enjoying the benefits of 
high-speed connections, now has another 
ICAP project scheduled for 2003. This project 
will provide high-speed wireless networking to 
three of its rural recreation facilities and make 
possible the establishment of a high-speed 
wireless link to two of its fire stations. 
Welcome aboard the Information Highway 
Strathcona! 


WINTER 2002/03 MILESTONE -— INFRASTRUCTURE CANADA 


3 


WE TAKE Your CLAIMS SERIOUSLY © 


FILLING OUT YOUR CLAIM FORM CORRECTLY MEANS FASTER RETURNS FOR YOU 


o your project is approved, costs have 

been incurred and it has fallen to you to 
do the paperwork to file your claim for 
expenditures. You wish you could just say, 
“Now show me the money!” 


For ICAP, the phrase is, “Now show us the 
claim!” A little bit of time spent ensuring 
your claim form is filled out correctly means 
faster returns for you. 


Sandra Town, 
ICAP Administrative Assistant 


Your claim form package, entitled Municipal 
Expenditure Claim Statement, was included 
with our letter advising you of your project 
approval. If you cannot find the forms go to 
www.icap-pica.ca where you can download 
them (Excel format) from the “How to Apply” 
section, or call us at 1-800-396-0214 and we 
will send the forms to you. 


The Claim Form has three parts: A, B, 
and C, all of which must be completed. 


Part A contains general project information 
including the specific period covered for this 
claim (which is your first invoice date to your 
last invoice date). The “Claim Breakdown by 
Cost Element”, means “Contracted Costs” 
(tendered costs), “Other Costs” (such as the 
purchase of material goods), and “Ineligible 
Costs” (such as the seven per cent GST). 

Part A is also where you sign to certify the 
accuracy of your claim. Two signatures are 
required, those of an authorized municipal 
expenditure official and your Engineer or 
Project Manager. Incomplete or incorrect 
forms can slow down your payment if they 
have to be returned for signatures or we 
require further information. 


SANDRA TOWN 


Part B is where all invoices under $5,000 
are listed. Take care in completing this form, 
as accuracy is important. Note there are six 
columns to fill out, please complete them all. 


Part C is where you list all invoices over 
$5,000, just as you did in Part B except we 
require copies of these invoices and proof of 
payment to be attached. A copy of a cancelled 
cheque or “PAID” stamp on the invoice with 
the date and cheque number will suffice as 
proof of payment. The Program cannot 
reimburse expenditures unless you have paid 
them before making your claim. 


Claims may be submitted as frequently as 
monthly. Upon receipt of a correctly filled out 
claim form the ICAP program office will 
process your payment within 20 working days. 


We are here to help. If you require 
assistance with these or any other ICAP forms, 
please do not hesitate to contact us at our toll 
free number: 1-800-396-0214. gM 


Want to know more about what ICAP is achieving across Alberta? 


Looking for the latest updates? Need application information 
or to download forms? Maybe you just want to take 
a look at some projects already approved? 


Find all this and more, including our newsletter and 
media centre, at ICAP’s visitor-friendly Web site. 


AA icap-pica.ca 


Would you like to be added to our mailing list? Please 
contact the editor. 

Milestone Editor: Sherry Brownlee 
- (780) 495-8570, sherry.brownlee@wd.gc.ca 


Contributing Writers; Colin E Smith, Christopher Spencer 
Stacey Brockhoff, Sandra Town 


Return Address: 


Suite 1500, 9700 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5] 4H7 
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Program contact information: 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program 
2nd Floor, Twin Atria 1 

4999 — 98th Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3 


Phone: toll free 1-800-396-0214 
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No Need to be Down in ner LITTER DOWN AND RECYCLING UP FOR nee OF Arrsen cont F. Sr 
the Dumps 1 
Message from Stephen Owen___2 À landfill sites go, the County of Athabasca had so on. The smaller bins are lined with nylon tote bags 
some real dumps. that are replaced when full and set aside until there 

ee nt _2 The county’s sites in the Grassland, Wandering Gri enough Lo make a load to go to the regional 
Breaking the Ice 2 River and Boyle areas were little more than unsightly recycling centre in Athabasca. 

holes in the ground. There were problems with bears Eight-foot-long concrete blocks were used to 
Leagues Ahead 3 and wind-blown litter. In addition, the sites were separate larger recyclable items such as used tires and 
euh 4 filling up at a rapid rate. major appliances. Operator shacks were constructed 


for the site attendants and newly erected chain-link 


“These werent sites we were particularly proud of,” 
fencing prevents garbage being spread around. 


admitted county manager Jim Woodward. 


Alberta Last year, there was a shift for the better. With pee 
federal and provincial funding of $93,860 provided WE'VE BEEN TOTAL ee 
ee ee through the Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program RESPONSE OF THE PUBLIC. THE VAST 
aon (ICAP), the county was able fe re-develop the landfill MAJORITY OF PEOPLE HAVE JUMPED ON 
Canada sites, adding up-to-date recycling depots and transfer THE BANDWAGON.” 
station facilities. 
The funding, combined with a public awareness JIM WOODWARD 


County Manager, County of Athabasca 


campaign about the recycling program and a newly 
instituted tipping fee, has made a great difference. 


Since September, county residents can bring in any 
recyclable material at no cost, while they are charged 
a one dollar per bag tipping fee for garbage that goes 
into the landfill pit. 


The project has been a remarkable success. The 
amount of garbage going into the landfills has 
dropped by an estimated 50 per cent. This project, 
supported by county residents, achieves the ICAP 


goal of supporting and protecting the environment. 


“We've been totally pleased with the response of 
the public,” said Woodward. “The vast majority of 
people have jumped on the bandwagon. We're quite 
optimistic that this will at least double the life 
expectancy of the landfills. This is a very good thing 
because it’s rather difficult to find a suitable location 
for a landfill and difficult to get approval. It’s an 


expensive process.” 


Athabasca County residents can now get green 
with recycling facilities 


\ As part of the project, containers for the recyclables 
> jp vere brought in — large 20 cubic-yard bins for bulk 
SY material such as cardboard and paper and seven ICAP funding was key to making the recycling 


Ve © ee ee ; ree ; Bee ; i 
-yard bins for cans, milk jugs, milk cartons and facilities project a reality, he added. 
ASITy or 100% jug proj ry 


* Improving the quality * Supporting long-term * Enhancing community 


of our environment economic growth infrastructure 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE STEPHEN OWEN 


elcome to Milestone, the quarterly newsletter of the 
We Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP). As 
minister responsible for implementing the Infrastructure 
Canada program in Western Canada, I am extremely 
impressed with the accomplishments achieved by this 
partnership program in such a short time. 


ICAP is an excellent example of how the three 
levels of government are working together for the 
benefit of Canadians. It also reflects our shared 
commitment to finding innovative ways of improving 


the quality of life for all Canadians. 


This program provides a framework through 
which the Government of Canada can make 
investments in urban and rural communities in 
order to enhance the quality of our environment, 
support long-term economic growth, and enhance 
community infrastructure. 


With this program, the emphasis is on local input 
and involvement because we understand that 
municipalities know their own needs best. In fact, the 
vast majority of projects funded through this agreement 
are suggested by the municipalities themselves. 


In this newsletter you will find some of the 
success stories that exemplify what we can achieve 
when we work together for our goals. I invite you 
to find out more about ICAP’s achievements in the 
pages of Milestone. 


Stephen Owen 

Secretary of State 

(Western Economic Diversification) 

(Indian Affairs and Northern Development) 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE E D Ss TELMACH 


n behalf of the Government of Alberta and 
Ol Transportation, welcome to another issue 
of Milestone. This quarterly publication highlights 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP) 
achievements and is an excellent information source 
for the program’s various partners. 


ICAP is all about partnerships and the positive 
working relationships built by those partnerships 
benefit all Albertans. I’m proud Alberta was the first 
province to include municipal representatives on the 
program’s management committee. In addition, 
this province set up its program agreement with the 
federal government in such a way that ICAP is 
grassroots-driven from the municipal level. 


BREAKING THE ICE 


ICAP demonstrates much can be accomplished 
when the three levels of government work together. 
The program helps provide Albertans with the 
necessary, effective and safe infrastructure they 
deserve and enhances their quality of life. I wish to 
thank both the federal government and our 
municipal partners for their contributions to ICAP. 


I’m confident readers will find this issue of 
Milestone interesting and informative. 


Ed Stelmach 
Minister Alberta Transportation 


EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIPS MAKE GRANDE PRAIRIE’S TWIN ICE ARENA PROJECT A REALITY CHELSEY HOOPLE 


G rande Prairie is scoring a big goal for the project by the federal and provincial 


entire community. governments and the many community 


The Twin Ice Aven dll groups who care so much about this 
completion in April 2003, will be a place 
where people of all ages can go to have fun 
and stay healthy. 


community-based collaborative approach 


This new arena is the result of a successful years to come.” 
collaboration between members of the 
community, business and government. The 
community invested its energy and funds and 
brought the project to the table. The 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP) 
made a federal and provincial contribution of 
$1.1 million towards the project. 


The two-rink arena will cater to a broad 


spectrum of on-ice activities, including 


sport for participants with or without 


project,” noted Mayor Wayne Ayling. “Our 


has resulted in a facility that is barrier-free 
and will meet our ice user needs for many 


family skating, figure skating, speed skating 
and sledge hockey. Sledge hockey is a team 


disabilities in which athletes sit on specially 
designed sleds and use two sticks for puck 


Nami "4 


Twin Arenas administration offices 


“The City of Grande Prairie appreciates the handling and maneuvering. One of the arena’s taking shape ; 
contributions made to the Twin Arenas ice surfaces, the first of its kind in Canada, is | 
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... continued on page 3 


BREAKING THE ICE CONT. 


designed with rink-level edges and sheeting 
for sled runners to accommodate players. 


The diversity of organizations and 
individuals benefiting from the facility makes 
this project exceptionally innovative and 
valuable. It is an important addition to 
Grande Prairies Community Knowledge 
Campus (CKC). 


“Inclusiveness was one of the key goals of 
the arena design,” said Kay Kenny, project 
coordinator and chair of the CKC Technical 
Advisory Committee. “This is a community- 
wide project, so it is important that everyone 
enjoys the benefits of its construction.” 


LEAGUES AHEAD 


“INCLUSIVENESS WAS ONE OF THE KEY 
GOALS OF THE ARENA DESIGN.” 


KAY KENNY 


Project Coordinator and Chair of the CKC 
Technical Advisory Committee 


ICAP works to improve the quality of life 
for all Albertans and the Twin Ice Arena 
project is yet another example. The team 
approach of community and government 
partners has ensured all Grande Prairie residents 


will enjoy the arena for years to come. 


Construction of the north meeting room 
starting to see the light 


ROTARY CHALLENGER PARK IS A MODEL OF INTEGRATION 


hat's wonderful about Calgary's new 
W Rotary Challenger Park is all the stuff it 


doesn't have. 


There are no stairs, no curbs, no narrow 
pathways or hills — and no playing surfaces 
that make movement difficult for people 
using walking aids or wheelchairs. 


The park comprises various athletic and 
recreational facilities that can be enjoyed 
by anyone, regardless of their level of 
mobility. The first phase, set to open later 
this year, will include baseball and softball 
diamonds, a stadium building and a 
playground with equipment specially adapted 
for use by all children. 


sorta 
nada - Alberta 
wh infrastructure CX nada - Alberta 


Infrastructr 
Rotary Challenger Park 


Rotary Challenger Park quickly becoming 
the place to play 


“It's very much meant to be a model of 
integration,” says Myrna Dubé, executive 
director of the Rotary Challenger Park 
Development Society. “It helps us all 
understand each other better, and that's 
what's most important.” 


“WE ARE GOING TO PROVIDE AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR A LOT OF 
PEOPLE—SOME FOR THE FIRST 
TIME—TO GET INVOLVED IN SPORTS 
AND RECREATION.” 


MYRNA DUBÉ 
Executive Director of the Rotary Challenger 
Park Development Society 


Lawn bowling greens, basketball courts 
and a wheelchair racing track will join the 
park's line-up in time for Alberta's 
centennial celebrations in 2005. Offices for 
the Special Olympics and other charities 


are also planned for the site. 


“We are going to provide an opportunity 
for a lot of people — some for the first time 
— to get involved in sports and recreation,” 
Dubé says. The venture is a community 
effort that includes Calgary's 12 Rotary 


Clubs, several municipal organizations and 


CHRISTOPHER SPENCER 


the Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program 
(ICAP). The land was donated by the 
Calgary Airport Authority. 

“ICAP funding was incredibly important,” 


Dubé notes. “In my mind, it was an enabler 


Challenger 
Park 


Development Society 


that allowed us to get going. Afterwards, 


other funds started arriving.” 


The federal and provincial governments 
have contributed $4.3 million toward the cost 
of building the park through the ICAP 
partnership, a program that seeks to improve 
the quality of life for all citizens by 
responding to infrastructure needs identified 
at the community level. 
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THE BUCKS STOP EVERYWHERE 


MANY COMMUNITIES STILL ELIGIBLE FOR ICAP ENTITLEMENT FUNDING 


HSE ends today!” or “While supplies last!” 


are common slogans retailers use during 
big sales or promotions. 


While the Infrastructure Canada-Alberta 
Program (ICAP) is not in the retail business, 
the program does have a “limited time offer” 
for Alberta communities. Until March 31, 
2004, municipalities may submit applications 
for infrastructure projects and have up to 


UMA icap-pica.ca \ 


\ à 
nn 
» 


ESTONE IS s PUBLISHED QUARTERLY TO. 

ROVIDE NEWS AND INFORMATION TO 
ALBERTANS ABOUT HOW THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
CANADA-ALBERTA PROGRAM (ICAP) IS 
PROVIDING A FRAMEWORK TO HELP 
COMMUNITIES IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF 
THEIR ENVIRONMENT, SUPPORT LONG-TERM 
ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND ENHANCE 

COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE. 


two-thirds of eligible project costs paid by the 
federal and provincial governments. It’s a bit 


like a “66 per cent off” sale. 


Under ICAP’s Local Government 
Entitlement component, 360 Alberta 
municipalities are eligible for program funding. 


“The entitlement component ensures all 
eligible municipalities have opportunities to 
participate in ICAP,” explains Andrew 
Cathcart, director of the ICAP Program 
Secretariat. “Though the money has been set 
aside for them, about 40 per cent of eligible 
municipalities in Alberta have not sent in 
project applications to access their 
entitlements. We certainly encourage them to 
do so before the deadline passes.” 


A municipality's “entitlement” is based on 
per capita formulae, depending on the type of 
municipality it is. Entitlements for municipal 
districts, counties, special areas and Metis 
Settlements are calculated using Alberta's 
Rural Transportation Grant formula. Cities, 
towns and villages with more than 1,000 
residents receive entitlements based on $44 
per capita. Towns, villages and summer 


Want to know more about what ICAP is achieving across Alberta? 


Looking for the latest updates? Need application ENISHI 
or to download forms? Maybe you just want to take 
a look at some projects already approved? 


Find all this and more, including our newsletter and 
media centre, at ICAP’s visitor-friendly Web site. 


: Would you | like to be added to our lies list? Please 


contact the editor. 
Milestone Editor: Sherry Brownlee 
(780) 495-8570, sherry.brownlee@wd.gc.ca 


me Writers: Colin FE Smith, Chelsey Hoople, 
Christopher Spencer, Trent Bancarz 


Return Address: Suite 1500, 9700 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 


T5J 4H7 


TRENT BANCARZ 


villages with fewer than 1,000 residents 
receive a base grant of $14,000 plus an 
additional $30 per capita. 


“THE ENTITLEMENT COMPONENT ENSURES 
ALL ELIGIBLE MUNICIPALITIES HAVE 
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN ICAP.” 


ANDREW CATHCART 
Director of the ICAP Program Secretariat 


The deadline for project applications is 
March 31, 2004 to ensure sufficient time for 
approvals and construction before the March 
31, 2006 project completion deadline. Most 
applications take a minimum two to three 
months to process and approve. Larger projects, 
or those involving complex environmental 
reviews, require more time for approval. 


For more information about ICAP or 
applying for project funding, visit ICAP’s 
Web site at www.icap-pica.ca or call toll-free 
at 1-800-396-0214 or (780) 422-1151. The 
latter number also may be reached toll-free by 
first dialing 310-0000. yA 


Program contact information: 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program 
2nd Floor, Twin Atria 1 

4999 — 98th Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3 


Phone: toll free 1-800-396-0214 
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POTABLE WATER LINE PROVIDES RELIABLE SUPPLIES TO RURAL COMMUNITIES TRENT BANCARZ 


Wwe most of us open the tap on the kitchen sink, 
we expect water to come out. We seldom think 
twice about whether or not to drink the water. 


Even in 2003, that’s not the case in some parts of 
Alberta. People living in the member municipalities 
covered by the Kneehill Regional Water Services 
Commission (KRWSC) can tell you that. 


The Villages of Acme, Carbon, Irricana, Beiseker, 
Linden, Kneehill County, and the Municipal District of 
Rocky View have been facing water supply and quality 
problems for many years. The lack of reliable supplies 
threatened the communities’ futures while issues with 
water quality raised many health concerns. 


Something had to be done. So in 1998, the 
communities banded together and started to explore 
options. They concluded a potable water line from 
the Town of Drumheller to be the solution. Now 


infrastructure VA Programme 
Canada - Alberta 


Infrastructures 
Albert 
Program Canada - Alberta 


Abaca | 


Senator Tommy Banks, Mayor Paul Ainscough, 
Town of Drumheller, Mayor Bert Jackson, 

Town of Acme, and MLA Richard Marz celebrate 
the announcement of ICAP funding for the 
$30.6 million Kneehill Water Line Project. 


| Canada 


* Supporting long-term 
economic growth 


came the tough part. How would relatively small 
communities come up with the $30.6 million 
required to build the line? 


Enter the Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program 
(ICAP). The provincial government nominated the 
Kneehill Regional Water Line project under ICAP’s 
“projects nominated by Alberta or Canada” provision. 
The project will receive just over $19 million 
combined from the federal and provincial governments, 
which makes the water line more affordable for the 
participating communities. 


“THIS PROJECT ENSURES THE FUTURE 
OF THIS REGION.” 


BERT JACKSON, 
Mayor of Acme and chair of the Kneehill 
Regional Water Services Commission 


“This project is a result of the vision and foresight 
of all the municipal partners in the region, as well as 
the federal and provincial governments,” says Bert 


Jackson, Mayor of Acme and KRWSC chair. “This 


project ensures the future of this region.” 


Preliminary design work will start this fall and the 
line will be completed by Fall 2005. The line will 
provide a safe, reliable supply of potable water to over 
7,000 residents in the seven partnering municipalities. 
Annon Hovde, Mayor of Linden, says securing a 
reliable water supply allows each of the municipal 
partners to seek economic development opportunities. 


“We'll be able to attract more residents to our 
communities and the water line will enhance our 
economic viability,” he says. “We now have a better 
chance to grow and prosper.” 


* Enhancing community 
infrastructure 


Happy BIRTHDAY ICAP 


4 appy third birthday, ICAP. My, how 


youve grown. 


The auspicious occasion — the halfway 
point of ICAP — prompted us here at 
Milestone to ponder just how the program is 
meeting the infrastructure needs of Albertans. 


Has ICAP kept busy? 


Well, it was back in Oct. 10, 2000, that 
the governments of Canada and Alberta 
participated in the formal signing of the 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Partnership 


Agreement in Edmonton. 


At that time, the Hon. Ed Stelmach, then 
Minister of Alberta Infrastructure and one of 
the partnership signatories, said “Working 
cooperatively with our federal and municipal 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE STEPHEN OWEN 


elcome to Milestone, the quarterly newsletter of the 

Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP). As 
minister responsible for implementing the Infrastructure 
Canada program in Western Canada, I am extremely 
impressed with the accomplishments achieved by this 
partnership program in such a short time. 


ICAP is an excellent example of how the three 
levels of government are working together for the 
benefit of Canadians. It also reflects our shared 
commitment to finding innovative ways of improving 


the quality of life for all Canadians. 


This program provides a framework through 
which the Government of Canada can make 
investments in urban and rural communities in 
order to enhance the quality of our environment, 
support long-term economic growth, and enhance 
community infrastructure. 


With this program, the emphasis is on local input 
and involvement because we understand that 
municipalities know their own needs best. In fact, the 
vast majority of projects funded through this agreement 
are suggested by the municipalities themselves. 

In this newsletter you will find some of the 
success stories that exemplify what we can achieve 
when we work together for our goals. I invite you 
to find out more about ICAP’s achievements in the 


pages of Milestone. 


Stephen Owen 

Secretary of State 

(Western Economic Diversification) 

(Indian Affairs and Northern Development) 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE ED STELMACH 


n behalf of the Government of Alberta and 

Alberta Transportation, welcome to another issue 
of Milestone. This quarterly publication highlights 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP) 
achievements and is an excellent information source 
for the program’s various partners. 


ICAP is all about partnerships and the positive 
working relationships built by those partnerships 
benefit all Albertans. I’m proud Alberta was the first 
province to include municipal representatives on the 
program’s management committee. In addition, 
this province set up its program agreement with the 
federal government in such a way that ICAP is 
grassroots-driven from the municipal level. 


Albertans and this new agreement is a 


positive and practical response to requests for 


such a program.” 


ICAP did listen, and acted on the 


By June 2001, the ball was rolling and, in a 
ceremony to kick off a $10.3 million water 
and sewer system improvement project for 
the City of Lethbridge, ICAP launched the 
first 37 projects approved under the program. 
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partners, this new agreement will help to 
ensure adequate infrastructure for today and 
in the future. Together, we are helping 
Alberta communities prepare for future 
development and prosperity. We've listened to 


overwhelming response from communities across 


Alberta who identified projects for funding. 


ICAP demonstrates much can be accomplished 
when the three levels of government work together. 
The program helps provide Albertans with the 
necessary, effective and safe infrastructure they 
deserve and enhances their quality of life. I wish to 
thank both the federal government and our 
municipal partners for their contributions to ICAP. 


I’m confident readers will find this issue of 
Milestone interesting and informative. 


Ed Stelmach 
Minister Alberta Transportation 


...continued on page 3 


Happy BIRTHDAY CONT. 


As we go to press, ICAP is now at 534 
projects with total project costs of approximately 
$442.4 million. So have we been meeting the 
infrastructure needs of Albertans? Well, 
together, we've made a good dent. 


“TOGETHER, WE ARE HELPING ALBERTA 
COMMUNITIES PREPARE FOR FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT AND PROSPERITY. 
WE’VE LISTENED TO ALBERTANS AND 
THIS NEW AGREEMENT IS A POSITIVE 
AND PRACTICAL RESPONSE TO REQUESTS 
FOR SUCH A PROGRAM.” 


HON. ED STELMACH, OCTOBER 2000 


We've invested funding to ensure safe and 
reliable water and wastewater facilities in 
communities like Camrose and Lethbridge. 
We've built and resurfaced roads from St. 


Paul to the Foothills Municipal District. We 


On Wow! 


have, even, built a snow storage facility in the 


City of Grande Prairie. 


Glamorous projects all? Probably not. 
Clean water, recycling facilities, safer roads, 
ice arenas, energy-efficiency upgrades to 
municipal buildings — these are not the stuff 
of cover stories. These are, however, the kinds 
of projects that make a difference to 
Albertans in communities across the 
province. Municipalities bring these projects 
forward for funding because they want to 
improve the quality of life for their residents, 
their families and their visitors. 


This issue we've brought you a few stories 
that we think exemplify what this partnership 
program is doing to meet the infrastructure 
needs of Albertans. We have a pedestrian 
bridge in Peace River that we are told is “a 
thing of beauty in itself.” You will find a new 
children’s discovery centre called WOWtown 
at the Calgary Science Centre that invites you 
to check out the “Magpie’s Tree of Life.” 


Further south, you'll find plans to construct a 
potable water line that will provide over 
7,000 residents in seven southern Alberta 
municipalities access to safe, reliable drinking 


water supplies. 


These communities tell us we are making a 
difference. Now that’s a nice birthday present. 


Sherry Brownlee, editor 


CHILDREN REALLY GET WOWED AT THE CALGARY SCIENCE CENTRE 


We ow! That will be the reaction of both 
kids and parents alike to the new 
children’s discovery centre at the Calgary 
Science Centre. 


Called WOWtown, the new gallery in the 


downtown centre will provide an engaging 


and educational experience for children aged 
three to seven. It also promises to be a whole 


lot of fun. 
The decision to develop WOWtown was 


based on overwhelming community response 
to temporary and touring exhibits for 
youngsters in that age range, according to Bill 
Peters, chief executive officer of the Calgary 
Science Centre, “We just had to give young 
children’s exhibits and learning experiences a 
larger, permanent home at the science 
centre,” he said. 


The $1.26 million expansion project was 
funded through ICAP with approximately 
half the project costs coming from the federal 
and provincial governments, with additional 
funding coming from the City of Calgary 
and the Calgary Science Centre Society. 


“WE JUST HAD TO GIVE YOUNG 
CHILDREN’S EXHIBITS AND LEARNING 
EXPERIENCES A LARGER, PERMANENT 

HOME AT THE SCIENCE CENTRE.” 


BILL PETERS 
Chief Executive Officer 
Calgary Science Centre 


WOWtown opens to the public on Nov. 
15. New exhibits in the 1,200-square-metre 
area will include the Elbow River Run water 
play area, Urban Crawl, Magpie’s Tree of Life, 
Calgary Construction Zone, Humongous 
Honeybees and more. Parent-friendly features 
include a quiet room with a two-way mirror 
to the gallery, stroller parking, a gated 
entrance to control visitation and a parents’ 
gazebo — a central place with a view of the 


whole gallery. 


COLIN SMITH 
New lights, sensors, timers and motors 


installed during the project will lead to increased 
energy efficiency for the science centre. 


WOWtown places the Calgary Science 
Centre on the leading edge among science 
centres and children's museums in Canada 
and around the world by presenting fun 
learning for young people, added Peters. It is 
expected to attract 50,000 new visitors annually, 


Peters noted that ICAP funding was 
absolutely key to the success of the project. 


“This program enabled us to secure interest 
from other funders on this project, and to 
create something very special for the future of 
our community.” 


Preparing to WOW 
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JEWEL IN THE HEART OF THE PEACE 


PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE BRINGS BACK RIVER TO THE COMMUNITY 


he Peace River is a major asset for 

residents of the northern Alberta town 
that bears its name and through which the 
majestic river flows. However, for many years 
Peace River residents were largely shut off 
from the river by dikes erected to protect the 
town from disastrous flooding. 


Development of a north-south paved trail 
system along the top of the dikes has allowed 
pedestrians access to the river once again. The 
icing on the cake has been the construction 
this fall of a new pedestrian bridge that connects 
two trail sections, thanks to funding from the 
Infrastructure Canada - Alberta Program. 


The 180-foot arch bridge spans the Heart 
River, a tributary of the Peace, just at the 
point where it flows into the larger river. The 
budgeted cost of construction was $213,786, 
with a combined contribution of $133,200 
from the federal and provincial governments. 


“The bridge is a 21st century project 
celebrating our river system and waters 
importance to the north and to Peace River,” 
says Peace River Mayor Lorne Mann. 
“Further, it stresses the importance played in 
our northern lives by fitness and health, both 
mental and physical, which is made more 
enjoyable by a good, healthy walk along the 
Peace River on the trail and across the bridge. 


MILESTONE 1S PUBLISHED QUARTERLY TO 
PROVIDE NEWS AND INFORMATION TO 
ALBERTANS ABOUT HOW THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
CANADA-ALBERTA PROGRAM (ICAP) IS 
PROVIDING A FRAMEWORK TO HELP 
COMMUNITIES IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF 
THEIR ENVIRONMENT, SUPPORT LONG-TERM 
ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND ENHANCE 
COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE. 


“It is the crown jewel of the town’s lengthy 
river trail system that brings back the river to 
our community after it was hidden behind 
dikes for over 20 years.” 


Kelly Bunn, chief administrative officer for 
the Town of Peace River, said the project 
provides many benefits to the community. 


“On the south side of the Heart River is a 
seniors drop-in centre,” Bunn noted. “The 
bridge allows them easy access to downtown 
without having to worry about the traffic.” 
The structure also brings tourists who cross it 
right to the doorstep of the town’s museum. 


Apart from its utility for trail users, the 
Heart River Bridge is a thing of beauty in 
itself, says Bunn. 


www. icap-pica.ca LA a 


Would you like to be added to our mailing list? Please 
contact the editor. 

Milestone Editor: Sherry Brownlee 

(780) 495-8570, sherry.brownlee@wd.gc.ca 


Contributing Writers: Trent Bancarz, Sherry Brownlee, 
Colin Smith 


Return Address: Suite 1500, 9700 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
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Such a Peaceful view 


“Its location makes it a veritable tourist 
attraction. When people are standing on the 
bridge there is a gorgeous view of the Peace 


River Valley and Misery Mountain Ski Hill.” 


Bunn said the town is proposing to light 
the bridge to showcase it at night as well. 


“Thanks, ICAP,” said Mayor Mann. “And 
‘welcome back’ to the heart and soul of our 


community — the mighty Peace River.” WA 


Program contact information: 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program 
2nd Floor, Twin Atria ! 

4999 — 98th Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3 


Phone: toll free 1-800-396-0214 
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* Improving the quality 


of our environment 


WA À NEW CHAPTER FOR RIMBEY 


TOWN CONVERTS OLD FIREHALL INTO NEW LIBRARY 


Rw library needed a new home. 


Tucked away in rented strip mall space on the 
outskirts of town, the library lacked room, potential 
to expand, or provide upgraded services to the 2,300 
residents of this rapidly growing community. 
Meanwhile, the town’s former fire hall was like an 
empty home waiting for a family and being used 
merely for storage. 


Bill Kostiw, Rimbey’s town manager, explains the 
idea of turning the old fire hall into a new library came 
from a town council brainstorming session. Aided by 
a $138,000 contribution from the Infrastructure 
Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP), the town completed 
the $255,000 renovation project in Summer 2003. 
Rimbey residents now enjoy a bright, spacious library 
that features a new bank of computers, more books, 
and the space for special displays and other events. 


“ICAP WAS ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL TO 
THIS PROJECT.” 


BILL KOSTIW, 
Rimbey town manager 


The library project also fit in perfectly with 
renovations taking place at the town office next door. 


“We were able to remodel both in one shot and 
combine everything under one roof,” says Kostiw. 
“Everything worked very well. The library is now in 
the centre of town and a lot more accessible. With 
the newly renovated town office next door, the whole 
facility has become a popular gathering place.” 


The town also built a small park and walkway system, 
using recycled rubber tires, in front of the library to 
add to the facility's appeal. Kostiw says the new library 


* Supporting long-term 
economic growth 


is attracting more users and will be able to serve the 
needs brought on by Rimbey’s rapid growth spurt. 


Approximately 600 more people call Rimbey home 
than did a decade ago. In the past year, construction 
started on two new seniors complexes and 40 new 
residential lots were put up for sale. The town also 
annexed 12 quarters of land, more than doubling its 
corporate limits. A unique new facility that recycles 
old computers and other electronic waste currently 
provides 35 jobs and could provide up to 100 in the 
next few years. 


Before renovations. 


Looks like new. 


... continued page 2 


* Enhancing community 
infrastructure 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE REY PAGTAKHAN 
elcome to Milestone, the quarterly newsletter of the With this program, the emphasis is on local input 

WV tnfeascructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP). As and involvement because we understand that 

minister responsible for implementing the Infrastructure municipalities know their own needs best. In fact, the 


Canada program in Western Canada, I am extremely vast majority of projects funded through this agreement 
impressed with the accomplishments achieved by this are suggested by the municipalities themselves. 
partnership program in such a short time. In this newsletter you will find some of the 
ICAP is an excellent example of how the three success stories that exemplify what we can achieve 
levels of government are working together for the when we work together for our goals. I invite you 
benefit of Canadians. It also reflects our shared to find out more about ICAP’s achievements in the 


commitment to finding innovative ways of improving pages of Milestone. 


the quality of life for all Canadians. 
This program provides a framework through Rey Pagtakhan 


which the Government of Canada can make Minister of Western 
investments in urban and rural communities in Economic Diversification 
order to enhance the quality of our environment, 

support long-term economic growth, and enhance 

community infrastructure. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE ED STELMACH 


n behalf of the Government of Alberta and ICAP demonstrates much can be accomplished 

Alberta Transportation, welcome to another issue when the three levels of government work together. 
of Milestone. This quarterly publication highlights The program helps provide Albertans with the 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP) necessary, effective and safe infrastructure they 
achievements and is an excellent information source deserve and enhances their quality of life. I wish to 
for the program’s various partners. thank both the federal government and our 

ICAP is all about partnerships and the positive municipal partners for their contributions to ICAP. 

working relationships built by those partnerships I’m confident readers will find this issue of 
benefit all Albertans. l’m proud Alberta was the first Milestone interesting and informative. 
province to include municipal representatives on the 
program’s management committee. In addition, Ed Stelmach 
this province set up its program agreement with the RAG ister 
federal government in such a way that ICAP is Alberta Transportation 


grassroots-driven from the municipal level. 


A NEW CHAPTER FOR RIMBEY CONT. 


“We're really starting to bust loose,” beams Kostiw. 
“We're experiencing excellent growth and things are 
good. I’m hoping we can keep on a steady pace.” 


Kostiw encourages visitors to come to the town, 
located 60 kilometres northwest of Red Deer, and 
have a look at the renovated library, town office, 
and museums. 


“ICAP was absolutely critical to this project,” he 
says. “We would have had to borrow the money 
without the ICAP funding. We had excellent support 
from the ICAP people and the program was one of 
the best ones to access. I’m very pleased with ICAP 
and it worked very well for us.” 


2 INFRASTRUCTURE CANADA — MILESTONE Winter 2004 : 


ICAP OFFERS HELP TO CELEBRATE YOUR PROJECTS 


Neo opening or other commemorative 
event is a great way to celebrate the 
completion of a project funded through the 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP). 


ICAP encourages these events and 
welcomes opportunities to participate in 
them. If you're planning such an event, 
contact your ICAP project officer as far in 
advance of the event as possible. Though 
ICAP largely leaves the event details to the 
municipality, there are a few requirements. 


+ The projects approval must be officially 
announced by ICAP before your event. 


SWAN HILLS TREATMENT PLANT 


¢ ICAP funding must be recognized on all 


promotional or public materials. 


+ The ICAP logo, including the Canada and 
Alberta word marks, must also be on all 
public materials. The logo is available by 
calling toll-free 1-800-396-0214 or (780) 
422-1151. The latter number may also be 
reached toll-free by first dialing 310-0000. 


+ An ICAP project banner may be borrowed 


for public commemorative events. 


+ Please consult with ICAP when using 
quotes from program representatives in any 
communications materials. 


NEW TECHNOLOGY AFFORDABLE WITH ICAP HELP 


ifs Swan Hills water treatment plant is 
currently undergoing $64,200 worth of 
upgrades in the second of a three-phase 
improvement project. 


Funded in part by the Infrastructure 
Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP), the second 
phase involves installation of flow proportional 
chlorination and chemical systems, a 
centralized security system, lift station controls 
and upgrades to high-efficiency distribution 
pumps for the plant. The town expects the 
work to be finished by the end of 2003. 


For the one thousand families living in the 
Swan Hills area, the upgrades mean better 
drinking water and decreased costs. 


“The new system translates into substantial 
savings for the town,” says Sean Mascaluk, 
Town of Swan Hills public works foreman. 
“Right now the pump controls are set. So if 
water consumption goes down, the pressure 
at the plant decreases, but the motor keeps 
running and wastes energy.” 


He estimates the new system will save the 
town $5,000-$10,000 every year in energy 
and chemical costs. 
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“With the upgraded system, if consumption 
decreases, the pump motor slows down with 
it, thus reducing costs,” adds Mascaluk. 


“IN YEARS PAST, THE COST OF 
THIS TECHNOLOGY WAS OUT OF 
OUR REACH.” 


SEAN MASCALUK 


Swan Hills public works foreman 


The new system will also maintain 
consistent chlorine levels. Something the 
current plant isn’t capable of managing. 


“With the current system, the dosage varies 
slightly from day to day. The new system 
ensures chemicals are delivered to the system 
in perfect dosage, increasing water quality,” 


says Mascaluk. 


Enhancements also include beefed up 
security at the plant’s six remote locations in 
and around town. With the new centralized 
security system, Mascaluk and other operators 
will be able to monitor the facilities without 
leaving the office. 


TRENT BANCARZ 


+ In accordance with the Official Languages 
Act, please consult with ICAP 
representatives to assess if any materials 
need to be translated into French. The 
federal government will cover the cost of 
official translation. 


“THOUGH ICAP LARGELY LEAVES THE 
EVENT DETAILS TO THE MUNICIPALITY, 
THERE ARE A FEW REQUIREMENTS.” 


Full guidelines for commemorative events 
are available on ICAP’s web site at www.icap- 
pica.ca or by calling the numbers listed above. 


ERIN GREGG 


“That is the biggest advantage for us,” said 
Mascaluk. “To be able to watch the water 
plant from my laptop or any computer offers 
peace of mind for myself, the other operators, 
and the citizens of Swan Hills. 


“In years past, the cost of this technology 
was out of our reach. Now, the technology 
we need is deemed more viable for us. For us, 
its a definite milestone.” 


The first phase of the project was 
completed earlier in 2003, toting a $64,307 
price tag, also partially funded by ICAP. 


The third and final phase will enhance the 
coagulation process of the treatment plant. 


Mascaluk said those plans are in the works 
for 2004-05. 
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GARDEN GROWS CULTURAL ROOTS | 


EDMONTON CHINESE GARDEN UNIQUE IN ALBERTA 


O: the north bank of the North 
Saskatchewan River near Edmonton's 
downtown core, Chinese market gardeners 
once grew vegetables for local tables. 


It was one part of the strong Chinese 
presence in the city that stretches back to the 
19th century. Those gardens disappeared in 
the 1960s, but a traditional Chinese garden 
now being built where they once were will 
provide a link to the historical experience of 
the Chinese in Edmonton. The Edmonton 
Chinese Garden Society is heading up the 
project and raising funds to build it on land 
donated by the City of Edmonton in 
riverside Louise McKinney Park. 


“OUR GARDEN WILL HELP ENHANCE THE 
UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF 
THE CHINESE CULTURE.” 


GEORGE NG 


Edmonton Chinese Garden Society co-chair 


INFRASTRUCTURE CANADA — MILESTONE Winter 2004 


“As early as 1980, the Chinese community 
sought to build a garden in the city to reflect 
its culture,” states society co-chair George 
Ng. “So when the City decided to develop 
Louise McKinney Park just south of 
Chinatown, the Edmonton Chinatown 
Development Foundation began to promote 
the concept of building an authentic Chinese 


garden inside the park.” 
The Edmonton Chinese Garden Society 


was subsequently formed. Planned with the 
assistance of specialist landscape architects from 
Harbin, China, the half-hectare (1.25 acre) 
garden will be authentic, containing many 
traditional Chinese design features. These 
include two pavilions, one completely made 
of stone, a rock pond, a friendship bridge, two 
gates, many stone carvings, winding paths, and 
a nine-dragon wall that is a replica of the one 
in Beijing. There will also be a monument to 
commemorate the contributions of Edmonton's 
Chinese pioneers. 


The project’s budgeted cost is over 
$1.2 million with the federal and provincial 
governments each contributing $125,000 
through the Infrastructure 
Canada-Alberta Program 
(ICAP). So far, the society has 
raised more than $100,000 
through dinners and other 
fundraising events. 


Ng points out ICAP funding 
enabled a September 2003 
groundbreaking to take place. 


“Without a doubt it has 
given a big boost to our morale 
and our confidence, not to 
mention our coffers,” he says. 


Www. icap-pica.ca 


Coun F. SMITH 


Construction will start in the spring of 
2004 with a partial opening taking place in 
October 2004 to coincide with Edmonton's 
centennial celebrations. The garden will be 
finished by October 2005 and is intended for 


the entire community to enjoy. 


“Because of its central location, the garden 
will serve the highest number of people possible, 
and be frequented by residents and visitors 
alike,” Ng notes. “And because it is the only 
Chinese garden in our province, it will help 
enhance understanding and appreciation of the 
Chinese culture, and have a positive impact 
on the quality of life in the community.” WA 
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City, A Plan, A Partnership __1 THE FIRST ICAP PROJECT — FUNDING ACCELERATES LETHBRIDGE PROJECT COLIN SMITH 


Aessage from Rey Pagtakhan___2 FROM 15 TO JUST THREE YEARS 


RS eb 7 Te area around Lethbridge is pretty dry. Rain is 


artnership Program Achieves infrequent, but when it does rain it rains hard. 


s Goals : While these storms may only last an hour or two, they 
ort Saskatchewan Finally Reaches can dump a lot of water on the city. 
1e Edge of the River 3 


For many years heavy rainfall caused serious 
Palestine of Success 4 problems in southeast Lethbridge, where overloaded 
sewer systems resulted in basement sewage backups 


and surface flooding. Be Le À 
i+l A plan to solve the problem was put forward, and And now...Lethbridge finishes work on the 
Canada Lethbridge city council approved the design and large-scale project in just three years 


funding of a wastewater management project to be 
The projects number one priority was adding 


undertaken together with an upgrade to Mayor : 
Alberta Magrath Drive, one of the city’s major traffic arteries. wastewater collection capacity to deal with wet 
weather flows, said City of Lethbridge municipal 


GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA At the same meeting, councillors voted to apply for Doue Havel 
funding for the project through the Infrastructure Te Soe ea Aaa 
Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP). The project involved construction of an upgraded 


Reet milion a bide ani Sewer sewer line in southeast Lethbridge, underground 
Merde Proiect EL le wastewater storage and a pumping station. Excess 


first project to be approved for ICAP funding. A wastewater is pumped through five kilometres of 
FT LR RER net forcemain uphill into the gravity sewer system of 
a 2001. at ae ee Reine ier: north Lethbridge, where additional sewer upgrades 


ee were also completed. From there, the wastewater 
announced for an additional 36 P ies 5 
: makes its way into the city’s wastewater treatment 
projects across Alberta. . PR 
plant before draining into the Oldman River. The 


project became fully operational last November. 


The East Lethbridge Sanitary Sewer 
Upgrade Project addressed what had 


become a problem of major proportions “AS WELL AS BEING AN IMPORTANT 


for the city, points out Mayor Robert FINANCIAL CONCERN FOR PEOPLE IT WAS 
Tarleck. During a particularly severe 


rainstorm in 2002 basement flooding A SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL ISSUE.” 
affected approximately 800 homes 


throughout the city and surging water 


; the $10.3 million project, displaced manhole covers, presenting a 


YE the first for ICAP safety concern. 


Then...June 2001, Senator Joyce Fairbairn and 
MLA Cliff Dunford enjoy the day in Lethbridge 
when announci 


FF “There funding gave us the opportunity to 
NS “As well as being an important financial concern  accelerate a major retrofit that would have taken many 
\ for people it was a social and emotional issue,” said more years to complete — three years versus 15 years,” 
% Tarleck. “When it starts impacting on lifestyle, that’s Hawkins said. “There is a huge advantage in being able 
when you have a serious problem.” to get the project done in a shorter period of time.” 


* impisving the quality * Supporting long-term * Enhancing community 


of our environment economic growth infrastructure 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE REY PAGTAKHAN 


With this program, the emphasis is on local input 
and involvement because we understand that 
municipalities know their own needs best. In fact, the 
vast majority of projects funded through this agreement 
are suggested by the municipalities themselves. 


elcome to Milestone, the quarterly newsletter of the 
free Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP). As 
minister responsible for implementing the Infrastructure 
Canada program in Western Canada, I am extremely 
impressed with the accomplishments achieved by this 


partnership program in such a short time. In this newsletter you will find some of the 


success stories that exemplify what we can achieve 
when we work together for our goals. I invite you 
to find out more about ICAP’s achievements in the 


pages of Milestone. 


ICAP is an excellent example of how the three 
levels of government are working together for the 
benefit of Canadians. It also reflects our shared 
commitment to finding innovative ways of improving 
the quality of life for all Canadians. 

Rey Pagtakhan 
Minister 
Western Economic Diversification Canada 


This program provides a framework through 
which the Government of Canada can make 
investments in urban and rural communities in 
order to enhance the quality of our environment, 
support long-term economic growth, and enhance 
community infrastructure. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE ED STELMACH 


ICAP demonstrates much can be accomplished 
when the three levels of government work together. 
The program helps provide Albertans with the 
necessary, effective and safe infrastructure they 
deserve and enhances their quality of life. I wish to 
thank both the federal government and our 
municipal partners for their contributions to ICAP. 


n behalf of the Government of Alberta and 

Alberta Transportation, welcome to another issue 
of Milestone. This quarterly publication highlights 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program (ICAP) 
achievements and is an excellent information source 
for the program’s various partners. 


ICAP is all about partnerships and the positive 
working relationships built by those partnerships 
benefit all Albertans. I’m proud Alberta was the first 
province to include municipal representatives on the 
program’s management committee. In addition, 
this province set up its program agreement with the 
federal government in such a way that ICAP is 
grassroots-driven from the municipal level. 


I’m confident readers will find this issue of 
Milestone interesting and informative. 


Ed Stelmach 


Minister 
Alberta Transportation 


PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM ACHIEVES ITS GOALS 


ICAP PROVIDES HELPING HAND FOR ALBERTA MUNICIPALITIES 


TRENT BANCARZ 


“| here's no doubt the Infrastructure Canada- 

Alberta Program (ICAP) has been a 
success,” says Eugene Wauters, a Lethbridge 
County councillor who represents the Alberta 
Association of Municipal Districts and 
Counties (AAMD&C) on ICAP’s management 
committee. “When you see the program 
oversubscribed, that means something good 
must be going on.” 


Such positive endorsement comes in the 
wake of some serious infrastructure investment 


since ICAP’s inception in October, 2000. 


INFRASTRUCTURE CANADA — MILESTONE SprinG 2004 


To date, ICAP has helped fund 581 
community infrastructure projects in 
272 Alberta communities. The three- 
way partnership is certainly a boon 
for cash-strapped communities with 
infrastructure deficits, says Dorothy 
Moore, mayor of Didsbury. 


“T like the fact the federal and 
provincial governments are partners 
in this,” says Mayor Moore, who also 
stands as the Alberta Urban 
Municipalities Association’s (AUMA) 


... continued on page 3 


PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM CONT. 


representative on ICAP’s management 
committee. “It’s definitely a step in the 
right direction. My community has a serious 
infrastructure deficit as I’m sure many 
others do.” 


Moore adds ICAP was designed to 
encourage smaller municipalities like hers to 
apply for project funding. 

“You dont have to have a huge project in 
order to participate,” she says. “Crumbling 
infrastructure is our number one priority now. 
A program like this has provided new resources 
to help pay for infrastructure improvements.” 


Of note, points out Wauters, is that ICAP 
has addressed serious water concerns in many 


parts of Alberta. 


“ICAP has, by investing in regional water 
projects, helped to address water management 
issues.” He adds, “This program’s certainly 
done a lot of good for Albertas communities.” 


To date, projects worth $488 million have 
been approved under the program, with 
federal and provincial contributions totaling 
$275 million. Roughly 64 per cent of these 
contributions are towards “green” projects 
that address water/wastewater, energy 
efficiency, and recycling purposes. 


ICAP builds on the momentum of an 
earlier infrastructure partnership — the 
Infrastructure Works Program — that saw the 
Governments of Canada and Alberta invest 
$411 million into over 2,000 community 
infrastructure projects across Alberta. 


“CRUMBLING INFRASTRUCTURE 

IS OUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY 
RIGHT NOW. A PROGRAM LIKE THIS 
HAS PROVIDED NEW RESOURCES TO 
HELP PAY FOR INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS.” 

DOROTHY MOORE 


Mayor of Didsbury and AUMA rep on ICAP’s 
Management Committee 


Like its predecessor, ICAP is busy generating 
an impressive volume of projects across the 
province, offering testament that partnerships 
can, in fact, offer a measure of success. 


FORT SASKATCHEWAN FINALLY REACHES THE 


EDGE OF THE RIVER 


ICAP FUNDING HELPS CITY DEVELOP ITS RIVER VALLEY 


he City of Fort Saskatchewan has launched 
Eee exciting projects in recent months. 
Namely, a two-part development of the city’s 
West Rivers Edge that includes construction 
of a boat launch and the development of a 
recreational area. 


WHILE THE LAUNCH IS A GREAT 
BENEFIT FOR RECREATIONAL 
BOATERS, FORT SASKATCHEWAN 
MAYOR KEN HODGINS 
EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE BOAT LAUNCH FOR THE CITY’S 
EMERGENCY CREWS DISPATCHING 
THEIR WATERCRAFT INTO THE 
NORTH SASKATCHEWAN RIVER. 


This past summer saw the city access 
Infrastructure Canada Alberta Program 
funding to complete construction of the 
concrete boat launch on the bank of the 
North Saskatchewan River. 


“There wasn't any place to launch a boat in 
Fort Saskatchewan,” says Glen Johanson, 


engineering director for the City of Fort 
Saskatchewan. “This boat launch is a 
welcome addition.” 


Johanson goes on to point out it was a 
project a long time coming for the growing 
river valley community of almost 14,000, just 
northeast of Edmonton. 


“This infrastructure funding was very 
timely. Without it, we would have had to 
delay the project.” 


While the launch is a great benefit for 
recreational boaters, Fort Saskatchewan 
Mayor Ken Hodgins emphasized the 
importance of the boat launch for the 
city’s emergency crews dispatching 
their watercraft into the North 
Saskatchewan River. 


“The boat launch allows easy 
emergency access to the river for 
river rescues and river rescue training,” 


says Hodgins. 


Construction of the concrete pad 
serves as a launching point for the 
next project in the works for West 
Rivers Edge. With additional ICAP 
funding, the City of Fort Saskatchewan 


ERIN GREGG 


now aims to develop the area as a recreational 
site, complete with a picnic area, campground, 
and new access roads to the site. Residents 
can also look forward to a roadway between 
the recreation site and Valleyview Ridge as 
well as the development of a trail linking the 
site to a wetland conservation area. 


After all, Fort Saskatchewan residents 
might agree, when a river runs through it, 
you really should enjoy it. 


West River’s Edge development launched 
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THE MEASURE OF SUCCESS 


PLANNING FOR SUCCESS IN STAGES MAKES GRIMSHAW A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE 


CRE Spence 


eaky pipes were putting a damper on things 
L in Grimshaw. 

Water delivery depended on cast iron 
mains installed back when Louis St. Laurent 
was Prime Minister and Canadian soldiers 
were fighting in the Korean War. “Our crews 
were spending a lot of time responding to 
breaks,” recalls Mayor Brian Allen. 


“When you start having a breakdown in 
the system, the possibility of contamination is 
there. By getting those old pipes out of the 


Grimshaw makes the road to better living even nicer 


EDITORS NOTE: 


ground and putting the new ones in, we can 
retain that good water quality that we've 
always had.” 


The Peace Country community didn’t have 
the funds to undertake the work alone, so it 
pursued a partnership with the Infrastructure 


Canada Alberta Program (ICAP). 


“We're the same as every other 
municipality in the province in that we have 
a limited source of revenue — our tax base,” 
says Allen. “When we need to do these 
waterline projects, help from the 
provincial and federal governments 
enables us to go ahead.” 


To spread out the costs, the town 
council decided to undertake the 
project, now complete, in three 
phases. The new mains, consisting of 
plastic PVC pipes, should last for 
hundreds of years. 


Grimshaw also turned to ICAP for 
funds to pave a gravel road that was 
causing safety and air quality 


concerns in the community. 


“ANYTIME THAT THE THREE LEVELS OF 
GOVERNMENT WORK TOGETHER ONA 
PROJECT, IT SHOWS THAT EVERYONE IS 
INTERESTED IN MAKING SURE OUR 
COMMUNITIES ARE UP-TO-DATE IN 
TERMS OF INFRASTRUCTURE.” 


BRIAN ALLEN 
Grimshaw Mayor 


“Its a major artery, a very well used road,” 
says Cathie Bailey, the town’s chief administrative 
officer. “We had a very dry summer the year 
before and the dust was just outrageous.” 


Evaluating ICAP’s overall impact on his 
community, Allen says the creation of new 
partnerships has made Grimshaw a better 
place in which to live. 


“Anytime that the three levels of government 
work together on a project, it shows that 
everyone is interested in making sure our 
communities are up-to-date in terms of 
infrastructure.” wf 


This will be the last issue of Milestone bringing you information about the Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program. Watch for — 
information in the fall regarding the upcoming Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund. In the meantime, check for onda 
information at www.icap-pica.ca in the “What’s New” section. Thank you to all our Alberta readers for your generosity and 
willingness to allow us to feature your communities and your projects in these pages. You've made our work a pleasure. _ ae 


MILESTONE IS PUBLISHED QUARTERLY TO 
PROVIDE NEWS AND INFORMATION TO 
ALBERTANS ABOUT HOW THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
CANADA-ALBERTA PROGRAM (ICAP) IS 
PROVIDING A FRAMEWORK TO HELP 
COMMUNITIES IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF 
THEIR ENVIRONMENT, SUPPORT LONG-TERM 
ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND ENHANCE 
COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE. 


INFRASTRUCTURE CANADA — MILESTONE SprinG 2004 


Www. icap-pica.ca x 


Milestone Editor: Sherry Brownlee 
(780) 495-8570, sherry.brownlee@wd.gc.ca 


Contributing Writers; Colin Smith, Trent Bancarz, 
Erin Gregg, Christopher Spencer 


Publications Mail Agreement 40063159 
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 


ICAP 1500-9700 Jasper Avenue Edmonton AB T5] 4H7 


— Sherry Brownlee 


Program contact information: 
Infrastructure Canada-Alberta Program 
2nd Floor, Twin Atria | 

4999 — 98th Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2X3 


Phone: toll free 1-800-396-0214 
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